PROMOTION  AND  ADVANCEMENT

department to get in touch with the Spanish fleet on the north coast of
Venezuela. I have just telegraphed them to report for orders at Nicholas
Mole.

Report from Nicholas Mole.

Very respectfully,

W. T. SAMPSON,
Rear Admiral, U. $. A*armi/,

Commander-in-Chief United States Naval Force, North Atlantic Station,
The COMMODOEE, United States Flying Squadron.

Attached to this order were:

COPIES OF LATE TELEGRAMS

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 18, 1898.
SAMPSON, Key West, Fla.:

Owing to absence of your armored vessels, Flying Squadron will coal
and sent off Havana, Cuba. Therefore you will coal your ships and carry
out the department's telegraphic instructions of 17th, addressed to naval
station, Key West, and beginning with the cipher words apporcam econom-
ical. Leave a suitable defense for Key West, and use utmost despatch to
get force off Cienfuegos, Cuba. Oregon arrived to-day at Barbados, West
Indies.

WASHINGTON, D. 0., May 19, 1898.
SAMPSON, Key West, Fla.:

United States consul at Cape Haitien says that telegram from Port de
Paix, Haiti, on May 17th, reports the Spanish ships cruising off Mole
every night two weeks. The United States minister to Venezuela says that
cable employee reports confidentially the- Spanish men-of-war were Hay
17th apparently headed for French West Indies.

LONG.

Attached to a duplicate order of the same date was this:

UNITED STATES FLAGSHIP New Yorfe (!ST RATE),

OFF HAVANA, CUBA, May 21, 1898.

MEMOBANBUM

It is thought that the enclosed instruction will reach you by 2 A. M.
May 23d. This will enable you to leave before daylight (regarded as very
important), so that your direction will not be noticed, and be at Santiago
A. M. 24th.

It is thought that the Spanish squadron will probably be still at San-
tiago, as they must have some repairs to make and coal to take.

The St. Paul and Minneapolis have been telegraphed to scout off San-
tiago, and if the Spanish squadron goes westward one is to go west and satisfied that they are not at
